University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

2-17-1989

Nicaragua: Domestic Political Opposition's
Demands Vs. President Ortega's Statements At
Summit
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Nicaragua: Domestic Political Opposition's Demands Vs. President Ortega's Statements At Summit." (1989).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/2754

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 073487
ISSN: 1089-1560

Nicaragua: Domestic Political Opposition's Demands Vs.
President Ortega's Statements At Summit
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, February 17, 1989
Several demands by Nicaragua's domestic political opposition presented to the government several
months ago appear to have been answered by President Daniel Ortega at the Feb. 13-14 summit
in El Salvador. For instance, one of the opposition's principal demands focused on modifying the
1986 Constitution to facilitate political reforms, changes in electoral legislation, advancing general
elections, establishing press freedoms and access to ownership by the private sector of television
channels, and general amnesty for Nicaragua's "political prisoners." The opposition has also
requested a new social, political and economic "pact," in which the Nicaraguan Resistance the
contra directorate would participate. As of Feb. 14, the Nicaraguan government has committed itself
to advancing the date for general elections by six months, and implementing structural changes
that would create "equality of circumstances" for party participation, including access to the media
equal to that of the Sandinista National Liberation Front. President Ortega also said that within
the next few days, Nicaragua's "national dialogue" would be resumed with the participation of
all opposition sectors. Dialogue with the opposition's 14 political parties under the auspices of the
National Reconciliation Commission was suspended in June last year when the government refused
to implement a series of constitutional amendments. These amendments included separation of
party, government and security forces. This separation would require at a minimum, renaming the
army and police, substitution "National" for "Sandinista." Ortega also announced the reopening
of radio programs that had been shut down, including a news program by Radio Catolica. He
also pledged to deepen "political-economic concertacion," including with the Superior Council
of Private Enterprise (COSEP). Next, President Ortega announced that the government would
release some former guardsmen, imprisoned since 1979, and offer amnesty to the contras camped
in Honduras. On Feb. 13-14, political leaders met in almost constant session, waiting on results
of the summit. Opposition representatives also traveled to Costa del Sol, El Salvador, to deliver
a document containing their "democratization demands" to the five presidents. (Basic data from
Notimex, 02/15/89)
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